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EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY COUNTERPOINT 
MUTH 3420 and 5420, Fall 2016 

 
Prof. Ellen Bakulina, olga.bakulina@unt.edu 
Office: MU 1002. Office hours: Mondays 9–10 or by appointment  
Sections offered:  MUTH 3420.001 T, Th  9:30–10:50  Room 290 
   MUTH 3420.002 M, W, F 12–12:50  Room 2006 
   MUTH 5420.002 M, W, F 12–12:50  Room 2006 
 
Required textbook 
Peter Schubert and Christoph Neidhöfer. Baroque Counterpoint. Pearson Education, 2006. 
Estimated budget: $139 for purchase, or $101 for used copy; $60 for rent.  
 
Course description 
This is a course in contrapuntal writing in the eighteenth-century style.The course is primarily 
aimed at composition (including short writing exercises), but analytical assignments are important 
too; composition and analysis reinforce each other. The first half of the semester contains a brief 
review of diatonic harmony and figured bass principles, an introduction to three-part writing 
(particularly the trio-sonata style), and basic contrapuntal techniques, such as canon, imitation, 
melodic inversion and retrograde, and variation. The second half is devoted to the fugue in both 
analysis and composition, and culminates in the final project, a three-part fugue. Keyboard 
proficiency is vital to this course; occasional keyboard exercises, though never graded, will be given 
to develop the students’ stylistic and technical command of tonal counterpoint.  
 
Assignments 
Homework will be assigned on most days and graded once a week. Assignments will be collected at 
the beginning of each class period. Assignment can be submitted late only in exceptional 
circumstances, about which the student must notify the instructor in advance. A detailed 
assignment schedule will be distributed in class. In cases of occasional changes, as warranted by the 
students’ progress, an updated schedule will be posted on Blackboard. 
 
Every assignment must be stapled and must have the name and due date (as listed in the 
assignment schedule). Otherwise, the assignment will be returned with a zero grade. Assignments 
must be hand-written clearly and legibly, or typed using music software (Finale or Sibelius). If you 
do not understand how to complete an assignment, please see me for help before the assignment is 
due.  
 
Grading 
 Homework assignments                        70% 
 Midterm composition project              10% 
 Final composition project                      20% 
 
If your final grade is less than a C (70%), you must repeat the course. D is not a passing grade. 
 
Assessment will be based on 

In composition and short writing exercises: technical correctness and (occasionally) 
melodic and contrapuntal originality, within the stylistic framework of the eighteenth-century; 

In analysis: precision in the handling of the terms and concepts, analytical completeness, 
and (occasionally) attention to motivic and other structural details of the music.   
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Attendance  
Two unexcused absences are permitted without penalty. Beginning with the third unexcused 
absence, points will be taken from the final grade, in the following way: each unexcused absence 
results in the final grade dropping by 3%. If you miss a class, you are still responsible for the 
assigned homework and for knowing what was covered in class. Get the information from me or 
from Blackboard. Unexcused absences also include sleeping in class, coming more than 10 minutes 
late without a good reason, and leaving class early without a good reason.  
 
Excused Absences  
Excused absences include official University or College of Music activities, medical emergencies, and 
illnesses. If you have traffic problems or other family emergencies, please email me. Excused 
absences do not count against your attendance or lower your grade. Absences to work a job are 
NOT excused absences. If you have a chronic medical condition that might affect your class 
attendance or performance, please see the Office of Disability Accommodations.  
Please email me or give me a copy of the documentation for your excused absence from the Dean of 
Students Office or the Music Office. If you are ill, please email me as soon as possible, and when you 
return to class, show me your doctor’s excuse if you missed three or more classes. (But please do 
not provide me with information about your medical condition, because of federal privacy laws.) If 
you expect to be absent for several weeks, please contact the Dean of Students Office, which will 
take your information and notify the faculty.  
 
Incompletes  
You can only request an "I" in this course if you are ill within three weeks of the end of the semester 
or have a personal or family emergency beginning or continuing within those three weeks. You 
must request the incomplete in a timely fashion and you also must sign a form that indicates what 
work you must finish and when it is due. You must also be passing the course to qualify for an 
incomplete. The Registrar can also help you receive a medical or personal emergency withdrawal 
from all of your courses if necessary. 
 
Americans with Disabilities Act  
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you 
with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding 
your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA 
notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any 
delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every 
semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For 
additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at disability.unt.edu. You 
may also contact them by phone at (940) 565-4323.  
 
Learning Center  
The Learning Center, in Sage Hall 315, has been established to help all students with study skills. If 
you know that you have difficulty staying current with your work, see me for help, or visit the 
Learning Center. If you fail to attend class or complete assignments as a result of your study and 
work habits, you will likely fail the course. http://learningcenter.unt.edu 
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Academic Dishonesty  
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam. 
Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students, who may impose further penalty. 
According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any 
unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of 
sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving 
problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or 
other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission 
of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express 
permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair 
advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by 
paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full 
and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials 
prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic 
materials.  
 
Acceptable Student Behavior  
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional 
forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom 
and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's 
conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct 
apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion 
groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at 
http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct 
 
Access to Information – Eagle Connect  
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official 
communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account. For more 
information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect and how to forward your e-mail: 
http://eagleconnect.unt.edu/ 
 
Student evaluation of instruction   
Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student 
evaluation of instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be 
made available at the end of the semester to provide you with an opportunity to evaluate how this 
course is taught.   
 
Succeed at UNT 
UNT endeavors to offer you a high-quality education and to provide a supportive environment to 
help you learn and grown. And, as a faculty member, I am committed to helping you be successful as 
a student. Here’s how to succeed at UNT: Show up. Find Support. Get advised. Be prepared. Get 
involved. Stay focused.   
To learn more about campus resources and information on how you can achieve success, go 
success.unt.edu/. 
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FINANCIAL AID AND SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS  
 
Undergraduates 
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial 
aid.  Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing 
a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term.   Students cannot 
exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan.  If a student does not 
maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility. 
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to 
do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. Please 
visit http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap for more information about financial aid Satisfactory Academic 
Progress. It is recommended that you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your 
college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course being 
doing so. 
 
Graduates 
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. 
Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a 
required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Students cannot exceed 
maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program.  If a 
student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid 
eligibility. 
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to 
do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. Please 
visit http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap for more information about financial aid Satisfactory Academic 
Progress. It is recommended that you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your 
college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course being 
doing so. 
 
Retention of student records  
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of 
record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during 
the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course 
work completed via the Blackboard online system, including grading information and comments, is 
also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual 
record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without 
the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance 
with those mandates at the following link: essc.unt.edu/registrar/ferpa.html 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
Subject to change depending on the needs of the curriculum 

 
 
Week 1 (8/30;  9/1)  
 
  Course introduction. Review of diatonic harmony and figured bass principles.  

               Ch. 4: Principles of dissonance treatment, melodic embellishment and harmonic 
reduction. Ch. 2: Canon (unpacking the box). Melody as surface of the progression. 

 
Week 2 (9/6; 9/8)  
  
                             Ch. 3: Simple counterpoint; Ch. 4 cont’d (melodic embellishment).    
 
Week 3 (9/13;  9/15)  
 
                 Ch. 5: Variation techniques. Typical motives of the baroque era.   
 
Week 4 (9/20;  9/22)  
 
                Ch. 5 cont’d. the chorale prelude. Melodic inversion and retrograde.  

First composition project: chorale prelude.  
 
Week 5 (9/27;  9/29)  
 
                             Ch. 6. Imitation at the unison and octave.  
 
Week 6 (10/4;  10/6)  
 
                 Ch. 7. Imitation at the fifth.  
 
Week 7 (10/11;  10/13)  
 
                Ch. 8. Remodulation and a third entry.  

Midterm project: trio-sonata opening, first draft due this week  
 
Week 8 (10/18;  10/20) 
 
                       Analysis: Corelli (trio-sonatas); J.S. Bach (inventions; cantatas).  
 
Week 9 (10/25;  10/27)  
 
  Introduction to the fugue. Analysis of complete fugues (general structure only).   
  Ch. 9. Fugue exposition.  

Midterm project: final draft due this week.  
 
Week 10 (11/1; 11/3)  
 
                             Ch. 10. Tonal answer. Ch. 11. Thematic presentations (reading assignment only). 
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Week 11 (11/8;  11/10) 
 
                     Ch. 12. Sequences and episodes.  
 
Week 12 (11/15;  11/17) 
 
                    Ch. 13. Laying out a whole piece.  
 
Week 13 (11/22)  
 
                        Ch. 16. Multiple counterpoint. (Ch. 14: introduction to free style in general only)  
                Final project (complete fugue), first draft due this week 
 
Week 14 (11/29;  12/1)  
 
                     Ch. 18. Stretto and other advanced techniques. 
  Analysis of complete fugues.  
 
Week 15, pre-finals (12/6;  12/8)  
 
                             Composition and analysis work towards final project.  
 
Final project, final draft due on December 8.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


